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Beyond reality: Pnotorealist pair

By Tamnar Russell

hotorcalist painter Stove
P Mills has been drawing
and painting since he

wass a child growing wp on the
Vincyard. (He sold his first
painting when he was 11.) He
carned money for college by
selling the paintings he did on
the docks of Menemsha,

5till, he chose metcorology
as his major in college but re-
alized quickly that it was not
for him. After working in a
factory for a year, he returned
o Bridgewater State College
as an art major, and graduat-

ed magna cum laude in 1982,

Mr. Mills found he had an
extraondinary knack for cap-
turing details in his paintings.
“1 fell in bove with it,” be says.

At his first solo show at The
Granary Gallery in West Tis-
bury in 1983, all but two of
his 35 paintings sold. In 1989
he became affiliated with
Gallery Henoch in Mew York
Crty, and establihed a sue-
cessful reputation by produc-
ingg and selling over 500
paintings in the first 20 years
of his career as am artist.

Honwever, with the time it
takes to paint in the photone-
alistic techmigque — some
paintings taking moac than
S0 heours — it has proven
impossible to do more than
onc gallery opening a year.,

It begims with an idea. Mr,
Millks creates seemiangly im-
possible compositions in ex-
cTuckating, minwte detail. His
paintings of glass jars, mar-
bles, stacks of folded newspa-
pers (each letter of text read-
able), seascapes and
erossword puzzles look maore

Teg: Steve Mills at The Granary Gallery next
to his oll painting, *On the Edge.” Fight Mr. Mills

offers giclee prints of his most popular paintings.

like large photographs than
like paimtings.

Once his vision is identi-
fied, Mr. Mills shoots large
photographs of his subjects.
Although the work is solitary,
hie consults with his gallerics
via email, and refine the de-
tails. He works very closcly
with the gallerics, collaborat-
ing back and forth. “They
help me to sce,” he says,
adding that “it helps to have a
second set of eyes.”

From that point the still life
composition is put into Adobe
Photoshop, where he layers
dlose-up micro-images of cach
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tiny section — a
picce by piece patch-
wurk of the whole.
Ome image often
erwds with 20 o7 30
other images layened
on top of it creating
a huge graphic file.
It s a meticulous
pro<cess, one Mr.
ills observes wath
religious care.

With a digital projector the
image 5 projected onto the
Bank eanvas or an aluminum
panel and finalized with Pho-
toshop tools. He then blocks
in the first crucial coat of
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ter Steve Mills

scenes having twoe layers, but

his newspaper still lifes would

not be believable without a
greater number of layers. Mr.
Mills creates an illusionary
word based on a nearly exact
copy of reality.

Leigh Mills, his wife of 10
years, ﬂphim."ﬁ-‘ln‘: takes
something people see every

single day and focuses in on

"All | paint is an
illusion, that is the
fun part. | enjoy the
game of the mind-
bend and people
enjoy the ride... "

- Steve Mills

paint, which is the bulk and

completed ina day.
He works back to front o

begin building multiple layers M. Mills says, “that is the fun

of color, some of the water

it. Then he takes your cye
base of the color. This canbe  and helps you to zero i on

the details.”
“All I paint is an dlusion,”

part. I enjoy the game of the

mind-bend and people enjoy
the ride...Art is a great equal-
teer, and we have been blessed
by the experiences it has
brought us”

Mow based in Florida, he
says, “Sull-lfe work is univer-
sal and bath markets
[Martha's Vinevard and MNew
York] can carry them”

He audds, “Bun 1 always
paind for myself. It is mine
unless | sell in, and that is
what 1 like about painting for
the galleries versus painting
Commission pieces.”

Ower the vears, Mr. Mills
has made 250 cormmissioned
paintings.

“We have admired him for
25 years. Wi always wanted a
Steve Mills,” explains the wile
of a couple who commis-
stoned a painting. She ex-
plains that they also wamnt-
ed it personalized, which it
was, but that it exceeded
their expectations. Mr,
Mills changed the date on
one ibem in the composi-
tion to the birth date of the
couple’s twin sons, some-
thing that he often fikes to
do in his work, " MNow that
wi have it, it is mone than
we thought it would be”
the happy owner says, #
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